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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE NOTES 
Wednesday, April 8, 2026 

4:30 PM 

Present: Ashlee Carroll, Jade Sche, Varo Asorian, Michael Martin 
Absent: John Edmond, Courtney Chatterson, Holly Boutelle, Josh Rockwell 
DTLB Alliance Staff: Stephanie El Tawil, Ariel Meza, Koda Strider 
Guests: Tasha Hunter 
 

1. Call to Order – Ashlee Carroll, Vice Chair 
Meeting Presentation. Called to order at 4:35PM. 

 
2. ACTION: Approval of Minutes from February 11, 2026, Economic Development 

Committee Meeting. 
VOTE: Not held due to lack of quorum. Postponed to next meeting. 

 
3. Staff Report 

a. Committee members update 
i. Dr. Karen Semien-McBride has transitioned off this committee. 
ii. Courtney Chatterson will also be transferring off this committee 

before the next meeting. 
b. Other updates and announcements 

i. Marathon Burger opened downtown and has received positive early 
feedback. Discussion highlighted the value of destination businesses 
that attract visitors to Downtown. 

ii. Promotional efforts for upcoming events and business attraction 
initiatives will continue throughout the district. 

iii. The committee discussed challenges associated with older 
commercial properties, including permitting issues, historic building 
constraints, and tenant improvements needed for restaurant uses. 

4. Chairperson’s Report 
a. Franchise Forum Updates – Business Recruitment Outreach 

i. The committee reviewed vacant commercial spaces and discussed 
gathering information from property owners regarding available 
spaces, desired tenant types, and site readiness. 

ii. Members emphasized documenting property conditions, permitting 
limitations, and nearby competing locations when conducting 
outreach to prospective tenants and franchises. 

iii. Outreach assignments were finalized as follows: 
1. Asorian – East Village properties and Alamitos Beach 

properties. 
2. Martin – Approximately half of the available Pine Avenue 

spaces. 
3. Carroll – Remaining Pine Avenue spaces and Waterfront 

properties. 
4. Sche – Franchise outreach and recruitment contacts. 

DTLB Alliance Conference Room 
100 W Broadway, Suite 235 

Long Beach, CA 90802 

https://downtownlongbeach.org/wp-content/uploads/Economic-Development-Committee-Presentation-20260408.pptx.pdf
https://downtownlongbeach.org/wp-content/uploads/ED-Minutes-02-11-2026.pdf


 

 

 
iv. Staff will compile and distribute property and franchise information 

to support outreach efforts prior to the upcoming Franchise Forum. 
5. Old Business 
6. New Business 
7. Public Comment (three minutes on all non-agenda items) 
8. Adjournment 

Adjourned at 5:36PM. 
 
 

 

NEXT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MEETING: 

Wednesday, June 10, 2026 

4:30 PM 
Location: DTLB Alliance Conference Room (100 W Broadway, Suite 235) 

 
Mission: Cultivate, preserve, and promote a healthy, safe,  

and prosperous Downtown for all 

All meetings held by the Downtown Long Beach Alliance shall be conducted in compliance with the Brown 
Act, California Government Code Section 54950 et seq., and its requirement that public commissions, boards, 
councils, and public agencies conduct business openly. E-Mail correspondence regarding agenda items can be 
directed to info@dlba.org. Agenda items may also be reviewed as posted in public view at the DTLB Alliance 
offices or at City Hall. If special accommodation is desired pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act, 
please make your request by phone to (562) 436-4259, by noon the day prior to the meeting.  

 


