
 
 

 
   

 

411 W. Ocean Blvd. 11th floor, Long Beach, CA 90802 

Email: District1@longbeach.gov | Phone: 562-570-6919 

 

 

APRIL 2026 UPDATES 

Top 3: 
1. CORE (Compassionate Outreach, Response, and Enforcement) Strategy  

Council voted to direct the City Manager to work with the appropriate 
departments to develop a CORE Strategy (Compassionate Outreach, 
Response, and Enforcement) framework to address threatening and unsafe 
behavior, untreated mental illness, severe substance use disorder, and 
significant medical deterioration in public spaces. The CORE Strategy should 
serve as a severity-based decision-making framework to address 
threatening and unsafe behavior, untreated mental illness, severe 
substance use disorder, and grave medical deterioration in public spaces. 
CORE Strategy organizes the voluntary, civil, and enforcement tools the City 
already has, so compassion and public safety work together, instead of in 
separate lanes. 
 

2. City of Long Beach Announces New Homeless Services Provider at City-
Funded Shelter Sites 
The City of Long Beach announced the full transition to People Assisting The 
Homeless (PATH) as its new homeless services provider at City-funded 
shelters. This is an important step toward improving support and resources 
for those experiencing homelessness. This change aims to provide more 
effective and compassionate services to help individuals and families find 
stability and safety. You may learn more information here. 
 

3. Opportunities for Modernized Parking Systems in Downtown  
Councilwoman Zendejas introduced a council item requesting a Review of 
Opportunities for Modernized Parking Systems in Downtown. The item 
includes exploring use of valet parking and high-density parking lift systems 
to improve efficiency, accessibility, and economic use of limited space 
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https://www.longbeach.gov/press-releases/city-of-long-beach-announces-new-homeless-services-provider-at-city-funded-shelter-sites/
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DISTRICT ONE NEWS & UPDATES    

• Federal Funding for District One Priorities 
In partnership with Congressman Garcia, Councilwoman Mary Zendejas was 
pleased announced the successful allocation of federal funding supporting 
key District One priorities, including $1 million for the LBPD DNA Lab and 
$250,000 for the Washington Neighborhood Community Center. Having a 
DNA Lab in the City will help speed up investigations, reduce case backlogs, 
and improve public safety. 
 

• Public Works Traffic Safety Improvements  
Last month, Councilwoman Zendejas co-sponsored an item that directed 
City Manager to explore options to accelerate traffic safety improvements 
by pursuing outside contracting to neighborhood traffic safety studies, 
implementing a six-month shot clock on traffic evaluations, and providing 
regular reports to City Council. The item also directed the City Manager to 
make identifying funding to improve traffic safety and speed the evaluation 
and delivery of traffic studies a top priority for the development of the FY 
27 Proposed Budget.  
 

• Marine Debris and Trash Capture System  
The Marine Debris and Trash Capture System Project in Long Beach is a 
feasibility initiative that evaluates technologies and identifies strategic 
locations to install infrastructure that intercepts trash from polluting our 
waters. You can learn more about these efforts here.   

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT HIGHLIGHTS  

• Last month, Councilwoman Zendejas attended multiple events such as 
the Opening Ceremony celebration of the 2026 Paralympic Winter 
Games at Civic Center Plaza, the North Pine Neighborhood Alliance 
community meeting, Abilities Expo and Coffee with a Cop at Panama 
International Restaurant located on Pine. In addition, she hosted the 

mailto:District1@longbeach.gov
https://robertgarcia.house.gov/media/press-releases/congressman-robert-garcia-announces-37-million-community-projects-across-long
https://longbeach.primegov.com/search/itemsearch?meetingItemId=60432
https://longbeach.gov/pw/projects/marine-debris-and-trash-capture-system/
https://longbeach.gov/pw/projects/marine-debris-and-trash-capture-system/
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District One Neighborhood Leadership Training at Renaissance High 
School.  
  

• The Groundbreaking of the Armory Arts Collective, an affordable older 
adult housing development in the East Village, also took place in March. 
Councilwoman Zendejas joined key partners like St. Anthony 
Neighborhood Association, Mayor Richardson, and Linc Housing to 
celebrate this event.  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

• Downtown Long Beach Art + Design Walk   
Councilwoman Mary Zendejas invites you to attend the Downtown Long 
Beach Art + Design Walk on Saturday, April 11, 2026. The event will 
showcase local artists, galleries, and creative spaces throughout Downtown 
Long Beach. For more information, please visit downtownlongbeach.org.    
 

• Drake-Chavez Master Plan Open House 
Councilwoman Zendejas invites you to attend a community workshop on 
the Drake-Chavez Master Plan.  On Saturday, April 25th, from 10am-1pm, 
Public Works will provide an update on the Drake-Chavez Master Plan and 
share the draft concept of the Drake-Chavez Connection project. While 
each project is at a different stage, together they lay the groundwork to 
transform the area into a greener, more connected space. You can click 
here to RSVP. 
 
If you can’t make the in-person workshop, there will be a second, virtual 
workshop on Thursday, April 30th from 12pm-1:30pm. You can register for 
the online meeting here. 
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https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_MkzgvKzhRVejji-4CDO7iA#/registration
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KEY RECENT COUNCIL DECISIONS  

City Council Meeting: 03-03-2026    

ITEM NO.  28  

TITLE  Public Works Traffic Safety Improvements  

AUTHOR  Councilwoman Mary Zendejas as co-sponsor   

SUMMARY  

Council directed City Manager to explore options to accelerate 
traffic safety improvements by pursuing outside contracting 
to neighborhood traffic safety studies, implementing a six-month 
shot clock on traffic evaluations, and providing regular reports to 
City Council.   

   

City Council Meeting: 03-10-2026  

ITEM NO.  15 & 19   

TITLE  MEHKO Ordinance   

AUTHOR  Honorable Mayor & City Council  

SUMMARY  

Council motioned to continue deliberation of Zoning Code Update 
and local ordinance related to Microenterprise Home Kitchen 
Operations (MEHKOs) which would allow residents to prepare and 
sell meals from their home kitchen as a home-based food 
facility. This is to come back to council next month.   
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ITEM NO.  17  

TITLE  Citywide Street Slighting and Public Safety  

AUTHOR   Councilwoman Dr. Suely Saro   

SUMMARY  

Councilwoman Zendejas voted in support of an item 
requested the Department of Public Works provide a 
comprehensive report within 90 days on Long Beach’s street 
lighting infrastructure, maintenance practices, and public safety 
impact.   

 

City Council Meeting: 03-17-2026  

ITEM NO.  10  

TITLE  City Impact Fees  

AUTHOR  Honorable Mayor & City Council  

SUMMARY  

Council approved the annual and five-year reports of the City’s 
development impact fees, including Transportation 
Improvement, Fire, and Police Facilities fees.   

These reports provide the required public disclosure of how fee 
revenues from new developments are used to support citywide 
infrastructure needs and services.  

   

ITEM NO.  13  

TITLE  City Partners to Address Los Angeles River Trash Pollution  

AUTHOR  Honorable Mayor & City Council  

SUMMARY  

Council approved a nonbinding Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) with Los Angeles County and The Ocean Cleanup to 
coordinate efforts to reduce trash and debris flowing through the 
Los Angeles River into Long Beach waterways and beaches.   

mailto:District1@longbeach.gov
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City Council Meeting: 3-24-2026   

ITEM NO.  28  

TITLE  Downtown Parking Modernization Study   

AUTHOR  Councilwoman Zendejas   

SUMMARY  
Council approved item to review modernized parking solutions in 
Downtown Long Beach, including valet services, pre-reserved 
parking, and high-density parking lifts.  

  

ITEM NO.  30  

TITLE  CORE Public Safety Strategy Development  

AUTHOR  Councilmember Kristina Duggan   

SUMMARY  
Council directed City Manager to develop a CORE (Compassionate 
Outreach, Response, and Enforcement) Strategy within 90 days in 
coordination with public safety and health departments.   

   

ITEM NO.  32  

TITLE  Cannabis Special Events  

AUTHOR  Honorable Mayor and City Council  

SUMMARY  

Council approved ordinance establishing regulations for 
cannabis special events, including operating standards and 
exemption from public smoking restrictions during permitted 
events. The proposal also sets a cap of 12 permits per organizer 
annually to maintain oversight and flexibility.   
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ITEM NO.  26 and 33  

TITLE  Mobile Food Facility Ordinance   

AUTHOR  Health  

SUMMARY  

Long Beach City Council reviewed an update on the proposed 
Mobile Food Facility Ordinance with corresponding 
zoning update.  Council deliberation discussed parking regulations 
as well as stipulations regarding private property and 
entertainment areas.  
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