
 

  BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES 

Wednesday, June 17, 2026 
8:30 AM 

Studio One Eleven Conference Room 
245 E 3rd St 

Long Beach, CA 90802 
 

Voting Present: Mike Gold, Sam Pierzina, Bo Martinez, Claudia Ayala, Clay Wood, Isidro 

Panuco, James Turner, Jess Evans, John Edmon, John Tully, Michael Vitug, Ryan La Rosa, Sarah 

Brainard, Silissa Uriarte Smith, Solimar Salas, Thomas Mays, Whitney Neal 

Voting Absent: Amy Chambers, Christy Caldwell, Graham Gill 

Non-Voting Present: Michelle Magaldi, Stuart Takehara 

Non-Voting Absent: Alex Escobar, Samantha Mehlinger, Milton Ordonez, Council District 

1, Council District 2 

DTLB Alliance Staff: Austin Metoyer, Jeremy Ancalade, Kelsey Ruiz, Asia Morris, Koda 

Strider, Stephanie El Tawil, Juan Torres, James Ahumada 

Guests: John Grossi, LB908; Willie Walker, City of Long Beach Public Works 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER and INTRODUCTIONS – Mike Gold, Chair 

Called to order at 8:33 AM. Meeting presentation.                    

A. Chairperson’s Remarks  
 

CONSENT CALENDAR (Items 2 and 3) 

2. SECRETARY REPORT: Minutes from April 15, 2026 Meeting                    

3. FINANCIAL REPORT: Year-To-Date Financials through April 2026                

ACTION: Approve Consent Calendar Items 

MOTION: 1st: Uriarte Smith; 2md: Edmond 

VOTE: None opposed. No abstentions. Neal not present for vote. Motion 

passes. 

 

4. TIME CERTAIN                                                                                        
LB908 Magazine, John Grossi 

• Grossi shared 908 Day, a citywide event on September 8 encouraging Long 
Beach residents to wear city-themed attire and shop locally.  

Presentation by Public Works, Willie Walker 

• Walker announced a proposed rate change for the City Place garages. This 
increase is expected to generate an additional $150,000 in revenue.  
 

5. UPDATE FROM COUNCIL DISTRICT OFFICES  

 

6. CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT - Gold         
A. Executive Committee Report 

i. Executive Committee Minutes* 
C. Governance Committee Report – Uriarte-Smith, Chair 

• Uriarte-Smith and Ruiz discussed the Board election 
timeline, noting that the ratepayer voting period opens 
tomorrow, June 18 and will run through mid-July. 

• Both slates of candidates were interviewed by an 
interview panel and are recommended to serve on the 
Board in the upcoming, two-year term, beginning 
October 1, 2026. 

 

https://downtownlongbeach.org/wp-content/uploads/BOD-Meeting-PPT-6-17-26-F.pdf
https://downtownlongbeach.org/wp-content/uploads/Board-4-15-26-Minutes-F.pdf
https://downtownlongbeach.org/wp-content/uploads/7.-DTLB-Alliance-Financial-Package-April-2026.pdf
https://downtownlongbeach.org/wp-content/uploads/3-5-2026-EC-Minutes-F.pdf


 

i. Property-Based Improvement District Slate Approval 

ACTION ITEM: In accordance with DTLB Alliance Bylaws and as recommended by 
DTLB Alliance Governance Committee, approve the following slate of candidates to 
be voted upon by ratepayers as voting Directors representing PBID for a two-year 
term, effective October 1, 2026.  

Premium Area: Michelle Kagasoff, BO-beau kitchen + roof tap (New) 
Standard Area: Sarah Brainard, Aquarium of the Pacific (Incumbent) 

Standard Area: Whitney Neal, Courtyard by Marriott (Incumbent) 

Residential Representative: Amy Chambers (Incumbent) 
MOTION: 1st: Tully; 2nd: Panuco 
VOTE: None opposed. No abstentions. Motion passes. 

 
ii. Downtown Parking and Business Improvement Area Slate Approval 

ACTION ITEM: In accordance with DTLB Alliance Bylaws and as recommended by 
DTLB Alliance Governance Committee, approve the following slate of candidates to 
be voted upon by ratepayers as voting Directors representing DPBIA for a two-year 
term, effective October 1, 2026. 

North Pine: Elizabeth Kobliha, Long Beach Vintage (New) 
East Village: Clay Wood, Clay on First (Incumbent) 
Waterfront: Claudia Ayala, Shoreline Village (Incumbent) 

MOTION: 1st: Tully; 2nd: Vitug 
VOTE: None opposed. No abstentions. Motion passes. 

 
7. PRESIDENT & CEO REPORT – Austin Metoyer         

A. City Funding Proposal Request 

• Metoyer presented the City funding proposal for events and 
activations, including the allocation of funds for safety ambassadors, 
cleaning services, and holiday décor.  

• Metoyer shared the organization’s budget development process, 
explaining the Finance and Executive Committees’ involvement so far. 
This budget focuses on the priority focus areas outlined in the 
Strategic Plan Refresh: 

1. Clean & Safe Downtown 
2. Awareness & Visibility 
3. Foot Traffic and Vitality  

• The goal of this budget is to enhance current services rather than 
create new programs. 

B. Misc. Updates 

• Metoyer provided an update on the World Cup activation, noting high 
attendance and overall positive feedback from the community. This 
event emphasizes the importance of showcasing Long Beach and 
attracting new visitors.  

• The World Cup final game will coincide with Beach Streets on July 19. 
 

8. OLD BUSINESS 

9. NEW BUSINESS 

10. ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE BOARD  

11. PUBLIC COMMENTS (three minutes on all non-agenda items) 

• Pamela Kossek provided public comment.  

12. ADJOURNMENT 

Adjourned at 9:50 AM. 

 



 

 

 

NEXT SCHEDULED BOARD MEETING: 
August 19 @ 8:30AM 

Location: Studio One Eleven 
Mission: Cultivate, preserve and promote a healthy, safe and prosperous Downtown for all. 

 

All meetings held by the Downtown Long Beach Alliance shall be conducted in compliance with the Brown Act, California Government Code Section 54950 et 

seq., and its requirement that public commissions, boards, councils, and public agencies conduct business openly. E-Mail correspondence regarding agenda items 

can be directed to info@dtlb.org. Agenda items may also be reviewed as posted in public view at the DLBA offices or at City Hall. If special accommodation is 

desired pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act, please make your request by phone to (562) 436-4259, by noon the day prior to the meeting.  

 

 

mailto:info@dtlb.org

