
 
January 6, 2026 

 

The Honorable Mayor Rex Richardson and City Councilmembers 

411 West Ocean Blvd., 11th Floor 

Long Beach, CA 90802 

 

RE: Recommended Increase of appropriations for development of Long Beach 

Amphitheater - Agenda Item #34 

 

Dear Honorable Long Beach Mayor and City Councilmembers, 

 

On behalf of the Downtown Long Beach Alliance’s (DTLB Alliance) Board of Directors, we are 

writing in support and encouragement for the City Council to approve the recommendations 

to increase appropriations of Tidelands Area Fund Group in the Economic Development and 

Opportunity Department by $7,314,000 to fund higher site improvements, pre-opening services, 

and furniture, fixtures, and equipment costs for the development of the Long Beach 

Amphitheater.  

 

The DTLB Alliance is a non-profit organization that represents more than 1,400 businesses and 

4,000 commercial and residential property owners within the two Business Improvement 

Districts (BIDs) in Downtown Long Beach. As one of the leading voices for the Downtown 

community, we want to express our support for this project and urge the City Council to 

carefully consider the impact of this waterfront investment and progress made when reviewing 

City staff recommendations to increase appropriations to cover additional costs associated with 

development and launch of the amphitheater venue.  

 

We believe this project will serve as a catalyst for sustained economic and cultural growth for 

downtown, the small business community and for our city as a whole. This new venue is more 

than just a performance space—it is a strategic activation of our waterfront that aligns directly 

with the City’s broader Entertainment Strategic Plan. Hosting 30 to 40 events annually, the 

amphitheater is expected to draw hundreds of thousands of new visitors to Long Beach each 

year. These audiences will translate to real, measurable benefits: increased hotel stays, more 

foot traffic in our business corridors, and added vibrancy throughout Downtown.  

 

Thank you for your leadership in advancing this project. We look forward to the decision made 

at City Council, and are confident that with careful consideration and oversight, this new asset 

will continue to attract new visitors and investment to our beautiful waterfront and thriving 

Downtown. 

Sincerely, 

 
Austin Metoyer 

President & CEO 

CC: 

Tom Modica, City Manager, City of Long Beach 

Bo Martinez, Director of Economic Development & Opportunity, City of Long Beach  

 


