
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

THE ENTREPRENEURSHIP EDUCATION SERIES  
 SET TO LAUNCH APRIL 7   

 
Downtown Long Beach Alliance and the Institute for Innovation & Entrepreneurship 

at California State University, Long Beach partner on business-based education series, which qualifies 
businesses to compete for the Small Business Award program upon completion. 

 
LONG BEACH, Calif. (March 23, 2018) – The Downtown Long Beach Alliance (DLBA) will again team 
up with the Institute for Innovation & Entrepreneurship (IIE) at California State University, Long Beach 
(CSULB) for a second year to provide the region’s leading business education series focused on 
entrepreneurship.  
 
The 2017 Entrepreneurship Education series resulted in awards that launched six Downtown businesses, 
five of which were minority-owned and four were women-owned businesses.  
 
“The Institute is excited to partner again with DLBA to offer the entrepreneurship workshop. Supporting 
economic development in Long Beach by providing entrepreneurial skills to those looking to start a 
business is directly in line with our mission,” stated Wade Martin, Director, Institute for Innovation & 
Entrepreneurship. “Building on the success of last year’s program will help to expand the network in our 
start-up community in the downtown area,” Wade further commented. 
 
The series is focused on providing the tools and skills needed to start and operate a successful business. 
Launching April 7, the series meets at InterTrend Communications, located at 228 East Broadway in 
Downtown Long Beach from 8 AM to noon for six consecutive Saturdays. It is recommended to park in 
City Place lots A, B, or C in the heart of DTLB. Two hours of parking is provided free with no validation 
required. It is a five minute walk through the Promenade to InterTrend Communications.  
  
The first five weeks address steps in the business development process. Areas of concentration include 
understanding and building a business plan, marketing planning, financials, identifying business location(s), 
to legal and human resources. The last week will be dedicated to a PitchFest, which participants present 
their business opportunity. 
 
Registration is free and available to all businesses that currently exist in Downtown Long Beach, 
entrepreneurs who are considering to establish themselves in the Downtown, and CSULB students.  
 
All participants must register by visiting www.DTLBbusiness.com, and IIE will provide a certificate of 
completion to those who complete the entire program. 
 
Additionally, completion of the Entrepreneurship Education series allows for consideration in DLBA’s 
Small Business Grant awards program, which consists of a $20,000 pool to be awarded to as many as 
seven Downtown businesses or potential Downtown entrepreneurs. Requirements for the grants are the 
same as those for the Entrepreneurship Education Series, which includes attending all of the series’  

 
-More- 

http://www.dtlbbusiness.com/
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modules, submitting a PowerPoint presentation by May 9 that contains a proposed business financial model 
and business plan, concluding with a live presentation at PitchFest, scheduled for May 12. 
 
“Continuing this series has positioned Downtown Long Beach as the regional hub for entrepreneurship. 
This year we’ve expanded DLBA’s support for Downtown’s business ecosystem through connecting the 
Small Business Grants to this very important education series,” said Adam Carrillo, DLBA Economic 
Development Manager. “We’re excited to once again elevate our Downtown as a leader to support 
entrepreneurs and small business owners, and assist them in achieving their business goals.”  
 
For more information, please contact Adam Carrillo at adamc@dlba.org or 562-485-3130. 
 

###  
 
About DLBA: The Downtown Long Beach Alliance is a non-profit, community-based organization whose 
mission is to cultivate, preserve and promote a healthy, safe and prosperous Downtown. By balancing the 
interests of the residents, as well as businesses, the DLBA creates tangible progress by way of vested 
interest and solidified partnerships across local, municipal, and commercial lines. For additional 
information, visit www.downtownlongbeach.org.  
 
About Institute for Innovation & Entrepreneurship (IIE): The Institute for Innovation & 
Entrepreneurship at CSULB provides programming and mentoring designed to unlock the creative energy 
of students, faculty, staff, and the community that engages stakeholders across campus and in the 
community focused on the common goal of innovation and entrepreneurship.  The primary objective of 
the Institute is to leverage all this energy and entrepreneurial capital into a driving force for economic 
development for the greater Long Beach community.  Creating economic opportunities will support long-
term economic growth that is sustainable and improves the lives of all members of our community, the 
economy and the greater environment where we live. For additional information, visit 
http://www.csulb.edu/institute-innovation-entrepreneurship.  

CONTACT:  
Christina Mancebo, Marketing & Communications Manager 
christinam@dlba.org 
(562) 485-3131 
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