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PLACEMAKING COMMITTEE MINUTES
Tuesday, July 21, 2026
9:00 AM

DTLB Alliance Conference Room
100 W Broadway, Suite 235
Long Beach, CA 90802

Present: Solimar Salas, Samantha Mehlinger, Max Beach, Jitka Dekojova, Nick Russo, Jason
Gallup, Stuart Takehara, Ellyse Steindorff

Absent: Katie Greenler

DTLB Alliance Staff: Rodrigo Rodarte, Koda Strider

I. Call to Order — Solimar Salas, Chair.
Meeting Presentation. Called to order at 9:00 AM.

2. ACTION: Approval of Minutes from the May 19, 2026, Placemaking
Committee Meeting.
MOTION: Ist: Mehlinger; 2nd: Dekojova.
VOTE: None opposed. None abstained. Motion passes.

3. Staff Report — Rodrigo Rodarte, Senior Placemaking & Activations Manager
a. Events Recap
i. May |6: DTLB Live!

I. Promenade — 950 attendees, peak attendance of 700;
sponsored by Port of Long Beach; EZ Sip participants
were ISM, The Ordinarie, and El Viejon

2. No DTLB Live! was held in June because of the World
Cup activations.

ii. June |1-27: World Cup Galaxy Activation

I. Pine & Broadway — 63,000 attendees over |7 days, peak
attendance of 3,200-6,700; sponsored by LA Galaxy, City
of Long Beach, and Anheuser-Busch; EZ Sip participants
were Altar Society, Baby Bros, Shannon’s, Agaves, RICH,
and Panama International Restaurant

2. Committee members discussed feedback from
businesses affected street closures, noting that unclear
signage and limited communication created confusion for
businesses within and outside of the event footprint.

3. Staff and committee members discussed ways to better
support businesses impacted by future large-scale
closures, including clearer signage and communication,
opportunities to participate in activations, expanded
patios or seating, and promotional efforts to direct
visitors to nearby businesses.

4. The committee briefly discussed potential Women’s
World Cup programming for the following summer; staff
noted that no specific plans have been finalized and that
opportunities may involve partnerships with downtown
businesses.

iii. June 2 & July 7: Paws on the Promenade
I. These events had a combined attendance of around 55.
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https://downtownlongbeach.org/wp-content/uploads/2026-0721-Placemaking-Presentation.pdf
https://downtownlongbeach.org/wp-content/uploads/08-Placemaking-Minutes-5.19.26.pdf
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® . ® iv. June 20: Juneteenth Celebration
... I.  The Alliance was a sponsor for this event, not the host.

. Jul |.8: DTLB Live!
...”.. o l. Countr)l'\fhemed, with country music and line dancing.
. . vi. July 19: Beach Streets
(

I. A block party takeover of the streets from Cherry
Avenue and Broadway to Pine Avenue and 8t Street.

DOWNTOWN 2. The Alliance hosted three activations including a North
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Pine soccer watch party between 7th and 8th Street that
featured an outdoor bar, live music, DJs, and games and
drew approximately 1,000 attendees throughout the day.

3. The Alliance also hosted a smaller soccer watch party
and EZ Sip activation on the Promenade, both of which
were well attended, as well as a family-oriented block
party activation in the East Village.

vii. June 10 & July I'l: Friends of Lincoln Park Clean-Up

I. Continues to be successful and well-attended, with the
park able to be cleaned within an hour.
viii. July 11: Art + Design Walk
. Themed with “Art of Movement”, inspired by the World
Cup activations.
b. FY 25-26 DTLB Alliance Events Calendar (July-September)
i. July: Paws on the Promenade (7th), Friends of Lincoln Park
Cleanup (I Ith), DTLB Art + Design Walk (I Ith), DTLB Live!
(18th), Beach Streets Kick In (19th)

ii. August: Paws on the Promenade (4th), Friends of Lincoln Park
Cleanup (8th), DTLB Live! (15th), Taste of Downtown + KCRW
(22nd)

iii. September: Paws on the Promenade (Ist), Friends of Lincoln
Park Cleanup (12th), DTLB Live! with The State of the Arts
(19th)

4. 2025/26 Projects Discussion
a. LB Lights
i. The installation contract was extended through the end of
August, with the potential to remain in place through the end of
October pending renewal of the Alliance’s insurance certificate.

ii. Public Works agreed to allow Alliance staff, including the Clean &
Safe team, to conduct condition and safety inspections of the
installation rather than requiring weekly City inspections,
reducing ongoing inspection costs.

iii. The installation continues to be in good condition, with staff
reporting positive anecdotal feedback from nearby buildings and
the community.

b. Murals Update
i. Staff contacted property owners at previously identified
preferred mural sites and received a mix of positive, negative, and
no responses. The property manager for the Vons building on
Broadway received ownership approval and expressed strong
100 West Broadway, Ste 120 interest in participating, making the site the selected location for
Long Beach, CA 90802 the East Village neighborhood mural.

T: 562.436.4259
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ii. Committee members discussed incorporating the building’s
windows, pillars, and surrounding features into the mural design
to improve visibility and create a more cohesive installation,
while accounting for the building’s overhang and existing trees.

iii. Staff will make issuing a call for artist submissions a priority, using
the template from last year. Committee members will assist with
outreach to local artists and organizations and participate in
reviewing submissions.

iv. Staff will request that the tree well not be replanted as part of
the project and will consider existing landscaping when
developing the mural design.

c. Nature Walk

i. The Nature Walk plaques remain on hold due to cost; staff will
revisit options as time and resources allow.

ii. The brochures have been distributed through existing Alliance
relationships, but a significant quantity remains; committee
members suggested additional distribution locations, including
nearby hotels, Chelsea Park Community Center, downtown
schools, El Dorado Park, and other organizations focused on
walking and environmental programming.

iii. Staff and committee members will explore additional
opportunities to promote the Nature Walk, including a potential
group walk and updated video content.

iv. The committee discussed creating a digital “story map” or similar
mobile experience as a potential supplement or alternative to the
physical plaques, with staff to explore whether an existing
platform could support the project.

d. Future Committee Projects FY26-27

i. Staff is developing the Placemaking budget for the next fiscal year;
permanent infrastructure projects remain a priority, but funding
is constrained by ongoing costs for holiday lights, banners, string
lights, Mutt Mitt stations, and other existing placemaking needs.

ii. The committee discussed potential future projects, including
movable shade structures incorporating planting/pollinators that
could provide shade during events and potentially serve other
locations when not in use.

iii. Larger placemaking projects may require grants, government
funding, or other outside funding sources; staff will continue
exploring these opportunities.

iv. The committee agreed to begin discussing potential projects for
the next fiscal year at the August 18 meeting, with members
bringing ideas and feedback to help identify priorities and support
future funding advocacy.

Iu

OlId Business
a. Additional Mutt Mitt stations with the new branding are being installed
following sponsorship from an insurance company; photos will be shared at
a future meeting.
New Business
Public Comment (three minutes on all non-agenda items)
Adjournment
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LONG BEACH Location: DTLB Alliance Conference Room (100 W Broadway, Suite 235)
ALLIANCE

NEXT PLACEMAKING COMMITTEE MEETING:

Mission: Cultivate, preserve, and promote a healthy, safe
and prosperous Downtown for all

All meetings held by the Downtown Long Beach Alliance shall be conducted in compliance with the Brown
Act, California Government Code Section 54950 et seq., and its requirement that public commissions, boards,
councils, and public agencies conduct business openly. E-Mail correspondence regarding agenda items can be
directed to info@dtlb.org. Agenda items may also be reviewed as posted in public view at the DTLB Alliance
offices or at City Hall. If special accommodation is desired pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act,
please make your request by phone to (562) 436-4259, by noon the day prior to the meeting.

100 West Broadway, Ste 120
Long Beach, CA 90802
T:562.436.4259
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