
 
 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

CONTACTS: 

Elizabeth Leider 

elizabethl@dlba.org  

O) 562-436-4259 

M) 562.519.1990 

 

DLBA’S CELEBRATE DOWNTOWN HONORS GREAT LEADERS WITH INAUGURAL SPIRIT OF DOWNTOWN AWARD 

Spirit of Downtown Award Presenters and Recipients Announced 

 

LONG BEACH, Calif. (January 23, 2012) – On Thursday, January 26, the Downtown Long Beach Associates (DLBA) will 

host Celebrate Downtown. In keeping with the event’s them, Recognizing the Spirit of Our Community, this event will 

highlight contributions members of the community have made to Downtown, and introduce the inaugural Spirit of 

Downtown Award. This year’s award is being presented posthumous to the families of four individuals who made a 

substantial impact on the character of Downtown and the city as a whole.  

 

This last year saw the passing of Larry Allison, Press Telegram’s Editorial Page Editor; Bill Baker, who served as Chair of 

the Long Beach Redevelopment Agency; Mark Bixby, bicycling advocate and avid community volunteer; and Shaun 

Lumachi, co-founder/publisher of the Long Beach Post and public policy consultant. These prominent Long Beach 

leaders embodied the dedication, love and inspirational qualities of great leaders.  

 

Rich Archbold, Press Telegram’s Community Liaison and Editor Emeritus, will present the award to members of Larry 

Allison’s family. 

 

Long-time friend and Long Beach Redevelopment Agency Boardmember Diane Arnold, and City of Long Beach Director 

of Development Services Amy Bodek will co-present to Bill Baker’s sister, Kathie Baker Walbridge. 

 

Mike Jensen, owner of Pacific Retail Partners and sole survivor of the tragic plane crash that claimed the life of five 

including Mark Bixby, will present to Bixby’s three children, son Ryan and daughters Kirra and Jessica. 

 

Councilmember Dr. Robert Garcia, First Council District, will present to Shaun Lumachi’s widow, Deziré.  

 

Scheduled speakers also include Vice Mayor Dr. Suja Lowenthal, Second Council District; Aquarium of the Pacific 

President and CEO Dr. Jerry Schubel; DLBA Chairperson John Sangmeister; DLBA Chair Elect Kristi Allen and DLBA 

President and CEO Kraig Kojian. 

 

Celebrate Downtown will take place on Thursday, January 26, 2012, at 6:30 p.m. at the Aquarium of the Pacific (100 

Aquarium Way, Long Beach, CA 90802). This event is free, please RSVP online at www.downtownlongbeach.org, or call 

562-436-4259. Media is invited to attend.  

 

For more information about the DLBA, its programs and events, please visit www.downtownlongbeach.org or call 562-

436-4259.  

 

### 

 

About DLBA: The Downtown Long Beach Associates is a non-profit organization operating on behalf of the property 

owners and tenants of the Business Improvement District. It is dedicated to the management, marketing, security, 

maintenance, advocacy, and economic and community development of the assessment districts in cooperation with 

the City of Long Beach and the private sector. For additional information, please see www.downtownlongbeach.org.  


