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Connecting the top of the town to downtown,
the Connected Corridor is one of the cily's
most inspirational projects.

Eight miles on Atlantic Avenue takes you from
the top of Long Beach down to the Pacific
Ocean, traveling past a mix of residential
neighborhoods, two  high schools, two
hospitals, scores of businesses, and six of the
nine City Council disiricts. It only takes one trip
down Atlantic Avenue to show you why Long
Beach is one of the most diverse cities in the
nation.

But while many residents only see a series
of distinct neighborhoeds, four years ago,
a group of visionary Long Beach leaders
saw something much more. In the coming
weeks, one of the most ambitious community
projects in city history will come to an end
when the Atlantic Avenue Connected Carridor
Project concludes in April 2011, During this
time residents, businesses and community
groups up and down the Corridor would
come together to “connect the top of the
town to downtown,” and transform a series
of diverse neighborhoods info one connected
community.

The scope, scale, and financial commitment of
the project is unlike anything the city has seen.
A multi-neighborhoaod initiative, the Connected
Corridor Project divided Atlantic Avenue into

four strategic phases: North Long Beach,
Bixby Knolls, the mid-city area near Long
Beach Memorial, and the East Village along
the edge of downtown. Thirty six community
groups received grants totaling $320,000 to
create new projects or sirengthen existing
cnes. While many of these organizations weare
already established, the Connected Corridor
provided each of them with a missing piece —
a forum that brought residents closer to their
communities and communities closer to each
other.

“Along this eight mile corridor were silos of
peopla doing great things, but still [there were]
disconnects,” said Carina Cristiano, Project
Manager and Director for the Connected
Corridor. “People were so busy working they
weren't able to el their story’ or find out who
else was doing similar work to build armies of
coalitions for causes. Through the Connacted
Corridor we can streamline our efforts to
work together, developing new partnerships
and sharing resources. It gave people the
space needed to have conversations with one
another, sometimes for the first time."

Funded by the Long Beach Community
Foundation through a transformational

grant from the John 8. and James L. Knight
Foundation, the Connected Corridor project is
managed by Leadership Long Beach, an active
not-for-profit organization founded in 1989
that works to bring together local community
leaders through civic improvernent.

The project kicked off in spring 2008 with a
focus on North Long Beach where grants were
used to empower ihe area's young people.
Educator and businessman Stedman Graham
traveled to Jordan High School and gave an
inspirational lecture to 1,500 students. The
Connected Corridor Project also connected
the weekly Uptown Gazette with the funding
to increase its disiribution to 6,000 copies.
It provided North Long Beach with its first
community paper in years with students
from the Fairfield YMCA journalism program
contributing new bimanthly pages.

A year later, the project’s second phase moved
to Bixby Knolls where it funded an expanded
First Fridays and created the “California
Heights Sunday Farmers' Market”. While the
family-friendly market at Longfeliow Elementary
recently closed its doors, Cristiano hints that
discussions are in the works for the market’s
revival.



In early 2010, the Corridor’s third phase turned
its focus to Spring Street down to the Pacific
Coast Highway, highlighting local organizations
such as the Pan African Art Gallery and Studio
(the “best kept secret in Long Beach," says
Crigtiano). It also created the "Long Beach
Open Studio Tour", showcasing the work of 18
local artists.

The Coerridor's current and final phase brings
the project down to Ocean Blvd. with its most
defined faith-based presence and its greatest
participation of residents in their 20s. Among
the grant recipients is Trinity Lutheran Church
who will fund a new computer lab and Go
Catalyst, who will use its grant to fund the East
Village Catalyst Space, an open community
space.

“There is such ownership of this project by
the people of Atlantic Avenus who have been
engaged and involved. it is truly amazing to
meet s0 many people along the corridor who
are doing such incredible work and yet, even
as a Long Beach native, it was my first time
meeting some of them or lgaring about their
incredible programs and work in our city,” said
Cristizno.

Even the project's beginnings came from an
effort fo learn more about the city. In 2007,
ReThinking Greater Long Beach, a community-
based think tank that works to improve the lives
of residents, focused their city-wide statistical
research effort as a case study on Atlantic
Avenue.

Presenting their results at Hughes Middle
School as a call to action to improve quality
of life along the corridor, the group relayed
statistics on Atlantic Avenue that reflected ihe
entire communify. The group had identified
migration patterns, crime statistics, educational
achievernent levels, and poverty levels with
their data.

In the audience that day was Jim Worsham,
president and CEQ of the Long Beach
Community Foundation. “l was blown away —
here was a story that everyone in town ought
to know,” he said.

Worsham invited Rethinking Long Beach to
present their findings to the Foundation's
Board of Directors who realized they could use
this data to help make strategic grants and
affect the lives of those who would benefit the
most. Soon after, plans for the Atlantic Avenue
Connected Corridor were born.

Worsham realized that the eight mile corridor
passed through a number of neighborhoods,
giving the project a2 groundbreaking focus.
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Would it be possible to create a sense of place
on Atiantic Avenue — where you could drive
from end of the city to the other with places to
eat, a variety of artistic wark, and community
events along the way - where downiown
residents would travel to North Long Beach for
an event and downiown events would atiract
Naorth Long Beach residents in return?

“We were trying to figure out a way to engage
residents with the future of the community. It
is one thing to say you belong to a club, go
to church, go to school, but beyond that, are
you really connected to your community? And
it you are, what is your relationship with other
people in the community?" asked Worsham.

With the scope of the Connected Carridor
falling outside of the Foundation’s mission,
Leadership Long Beach assumed management
of the project. Howaver, even with a series of

intensive strategic meetings, the project hit
a rocky stari, leading to the realization that a
hands-on manager was needed to ensure the
project's success.

Through leadership Long Beach Board
Member Anitra Dempsey and former
president Colieen Bentley, the organization
hired Cristiano, a dynamic, energetic former
educator and enirepreneur. Cristiano is wideiy-
regarded as the catalyst who brought tegether
opinionated residents and community leaders
through each of the four phases. By initialing
individual meetings and leading community
forums, Cristiano introduced neighbor to
neighbor, improved the project’s management
through each phase, and soon the Connected
Corridor became a reality.

Now, as the project winds down, one of its final
tasks is to create a blusprint of the past four

JANUARY 2511 RESOLUTION & INSPIRATION

years — what worked, what didn't, what was
unique to each of the four phases, as well as
the results of an independent evaluation. It is
what Worsham calls a guidebook that could be
used by other Long Beach corridars, and even
other cities, to inspire community connections,
something that those along Atlantic Avenue
experienced firsthand.

“The Connected Corridor came through and
brought more focus to North Long Beach,
moved into Bixby Knolls and strengthened
First Fridays—you move down each area and
people were brought together,” said Bentley.
“Long Beach residents love where they live
and they love their neighborhoods. We just
need to work together and the community will
be better.” ®
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glasses, but even on his day

off, Dave Hayden can’t resist
leaVing his own gin and tonic to
slip behind the bar and mix up a
few one-offs.

“When we bought this
building, there was no glass in
these windows at all,” Dave
Hayden says, motioning at the
row of wood-framed windows
rebuilt into the original arched
brick openings. “This build-
ing was condemned.” Not any
more. The Haydens rebuilt this
place—adding extra support beams, repointing many of the
original bricks and replacing others, and turning this place
into the rough-hewn day bar and nightspot it is.

Replete with surfboards—used—hanging over a heavily
clear-coated wood-and-metal bar that's a one-off, this place
is as memorable as the concoction Dave Hayden makes for
us...well, better let him tell it.

“Thad a girlfriend in the '70s and she had just turned
21 and she didn'’t like to drink,” he explains. “So I came up
with this and I called it ‘Tutti-Frutti From a Cutie’.”

The relationship didn’t last, but this drink will stay
with you like an AM-radio song, until you have another.
(Theo Douglas)

Photos Bettina Chavez

DAVE HAYDEN’S
TUTTI-FRUTTI

FROM A CUTIE

Served on the rocks in a lowball glass
1 shot of SKYY Vodka
1 dash of pineapple juice
1 dash of cranberry juice

1 splash of 7

House of Hayden, 421 E. First St., (562) 435-5699;
wwuw.houseofhaydenlbc.com.
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