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DOWNTOWN LONG BEACH RECEIVES SOCIABLE CITY AWARD 

 

SUMMER AND MUSIC (S.A.M.) SERIES HONORED FOR OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT IN VIBRANCY 

 

Long Beach, CA — (December 7, 2009)— The Summer And Music (SAM) series presented June through August 

this year by the Downtown Long Beach Associates (DLBA) and the Redevelopment Agency (RDA) has been 

recognized with a Sociable City Award for Outstanding Achievement in Vibrancy, it was announced today by 

DLBA President and Chief Executive Officer, Kraig Kojian. 

The Award, presented by the Responsible Hospitality Institute (RHI) at their Annual Conference held in Austin, 

TX in November, recognizes exemplary programs throughout the U.S. that help foster safe and vibrant 

nightlife in urban areas.  Downtown Long Beach was one of just four U.S. cities honored at the Conference. 

“The cities that received awards are outstanding models for planning and managing nightlife. Their city leaders 

are at the forefront of innovation for harnessing dining and entertainment as an economic engine to drive 

revitalization and increase city funds,” commented RHI president, Jim Peters. 

The SAM series featured more than 40 free concerts in the Waterfront, East Village Arts District and Pine 

Avenue areas of Downtown Long Beach, including Soul Motion on Pine Avenue, Battle of the Tribute Bands, 

Busker Fest and the Long Beach Funk Fest, which drew more than 12,000 attendees.  Performances by such 

notable local artists as Delta Nove, Avi Buffalo and the Cold War Kids helped to attract more than 30,000 

music fans to Downtown Long Beach throughout the summer months. 

Presented jointly by the DLBA and RDA, SAM was created and produced by local music aficionados, Justin 

Hectus and Rand Foster.  “We wanted to overhaul the traditional Downtown Music Series into something that 

would have a more significant impact on Downtown businesses,” said Kojian.  “What Justin and Rand came up 

with exceeded all expectations and this national recognition is a testament to SAM’s success.” 

For more information about the DLBA, please call (562) 436-4259 or log on to www.downtownlongbeach.org.   

 

### 

About DLBA: 

The Downtown Long Beach Associates is a non-profit organization operating on behalf of the property owners and 

tenants of the Business Improvement District. It is dedicated to the management, marketing, security, maintenance, 

advocacy, and economic and community development of the assessment districts in cooperation with the City of Long 

Beach and the private sector.  

 

About RHI: 

The Responsible Hospitality Institute (RHI) assists businesses and communities create safe and vibrant places to 

socialize. RHI provides technical assistance that builds local capacity, incubates and shares cutting-edge information and 

proven strategies, and links a broad-based network of professionals who plan, manage and police dining and 

entertainment districts. 


